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Occurrence of black spot caused by Colletotrichum gloeosporioides on greenhouse-grown
strawberry fruit

Masahiro NA0 (Ehime Research Institute of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Plant Protection
Office (Kaminanba-ko 311, Matsuyama, Ehime 799-2405)

In December 2009, a disease characterized by cavernous black spots was observed on strawberry
fruit in a greenhouse in Ehime Prefecture, Japan. Conidia showing the typical characteristics of
anthracnose formed on the lesions. In Ehime Prefecture, we had confirmed that the symptoms
on leaves, petioles, stolons, or crowns were caused by Colletotrichum gloeosporioides (Penzig)
Penzig & Saccardo. However, the development of this disease on the fruits of strawberry plants
was unconfirmed. The pathogen was inoculated onto immature or mature fruit. Seven days after
inoculation, the characteristic symptoms were reproduced on the immature fruit. The causal agent
was identified as C. gloeosporioides on the basis of the morphological characters of the colonies,
conidia, and appressoria on culture media. The morphological identification was supported by
diagnostic PCR using primers specific to C. gloeosporioides.
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